Uterine papillary serous carcinoma: patterns of metastatic spread.
Uterine papillary serous carcinoma (UPSC) is a distinct histologic type of endometrial cancer which is associated with a high relapse rate and poor prognosis. Between 1983 and 1993, 50 patients with UPSC of the endometrium were surgically staged. Thirty-three patients had pure UPSC and 17 had UPSC admixed with other histologies. Extrauterine disease was found in 36 women (72%). Lymph node metastases were present in 36% of women without myometrial invasion, 50% with inner one-half invasion, and 40% with outer one-half invasion. Similarly, the presence of intraperitoneal disease or positive washings did not correlate with increasing myometrial invasion. Grade and histology (mixed vs pure) were also not predictive of extrauterine disease. Patients with lymphatic/vascular space invasion (LVSI) were more likely to have extrauterine disease (85%); however, even without LVSI the incidence of extrauterine disease was 58% (P = 0.05). Unlike endometrioid adenocarcinomas, grade and depth of myometrial invasion were not significant predictors for extrauterine disease. This study reinforces the need for complete surgical staging in all patients with UPSC regardless of depth of invasion.